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Attorney Ref. No. 1091-007/JRD 
Reply to Office Action Dated February 9, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A slide fastener for opening and closing a chamber of 
an article, said slide fastener comprising: 

an elongate pair of engaging portions positioned adjacent to an opening in the 

article; 

a slide operably secured to said pair of engaging portions such that said slide 
joins said engaging portions together when moved in a first direction and disengages 
said engaging portions when moved in a opposite second direction; and, 

an elongate pull having a first end and a second end, said pull attached to said 
article toward said first end, said slide operably secured to said pull toward said second 
end defining a handle portion between said slide and said first end and a tab portion 
from said slid* tn Mid <u*nnnri end, wherein said tah portion is shorter than said handLe 

p orti Qn 

2. (canceled,) 

3. (currently amended) The slide fastener of claim 1> SrwhereiiTlurUier 

including a fastemer opftrahly sRrajred to said tab portion thereby allowing Said tab 
portion to be detachably secured to said article. 

4. (original) The slide fastener of claim 3, wherein said slide fastener has an 
opened position and a closed position, and said tab portion is detachably secured to 
said article when said slide fastener is in said closed position, 

5. (original) The slide fastener of claim 4, wherein said pull defines a storage 
device when said tab portion is detachably secured to said article wherein objects 
positioned between said engaging portions and said handle portion are operably 
secured to said article. 
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6. (original) The slide fastener of claim 1, wherein said pull is a substantially 
planar member 

7. (currently amended) The slide fastener of claim 6, wherein: 

said pinngate pair nf eng agin g portions e ngaging structuroo have a first width; 
said substantially planar member has a second width; and, 
said second width is at least as wide as said first width thereby allowing said pull 
to cover said ftlnngate pair nf engaging nortinnsenaodinq struoturco . 

8. (original) The slide fastener of claim 1, wherein said pull is a monolithic 
elongate strip of material. 

9. (original) The slide fastener of claim 1 , wherein said slide fastener has a 
base end and an opposite end, and said pull is attached to said article substantially 
near said base end. 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (original) The slide fastener of claim 1 , wherein: 

a substantially planar surface defines where said pull is attached to said article; 

and, 

surface indicia is applied to an exterior surface of said substantially planar 
surface. 

12. (original) The slide fastener of claim 1 , wherein said slide fastener is a 

zipper. 

13. (original) The slide fastener of claim 1, wherein said slide fastener and said 
pull are aligned substantially vertically on said article. 

14. (original) The slide fastener of claim 1 , wherein said article is an article of 
luggage. 

1 5. (original) The slide fastener of claim 14, wherein said article of luggage is a 
backpack having shoulder straps. 
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16. (original) The slide fastener of claim 1, wherein said article is an article of 
apparel. 

17. (original) The slide fastener of claim 16, wherein said article of apparel is 
outerwear. 

18. (original) The slide fastener of claim 16, wherein said article of apparel has 
a main opening, and said slide fastener and pull are operably secured to said main 
opening. 

19. (original) The slide fastener of claim 16, wherein said chamber is a pocket 
attached to said article of apparel, and said slide fastener and pull are operably 
secured to said pocket. 

20. (original) The slide fastener of claim 1 , wherein said article is an article of 
footwear. 

21 . (original) The slide fastener of claim 20, wherein said article of footwear 
has an upper and said slide fastener and pull are operably secured to an opening in 
said upper. 

22. (currently amended) The-efete^f ast e n e r of c l a i m 20, wh e re i n sa id-prticte-of 
fryri w e .*r haft A slide fa stener for opening and dosing a chamber of_an article of 

fnntwear having a n uppeusaid slide fasten, comprising; 

an elnngate parr of eng agin g portio ns positioned adjacent tn an opening in the 
artirJe of footwear: 

a slide operahfy se cured to said pair nf engaging portions such that said slide 
joins said_q pgaging pnrtions together when moved in a first direction and disengages 
said engaging portions when moved in a opposite second direction: 

an elongate pull h aving a first end and a second end, said pull attached to said 
article of foo twear toward said first end, said slide operably secured to said pull toward 
said second end defining a handle portion between said slide and said first end: and, 

said pull is formed from a toe portion of said upper. 
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23. (currently amended) An article of luggage comprising: 
a container defining a chamber therein; 

a slide fastener for opening and closing the chamber, said slide fastener having 
an open position and a closed position; 

a slide engaging the slide fastener to operably transition between said open 
position and said closed position; and, 

an elongate pull having a first end and a second end, said pull attached to said 
article toward said first end, said slide operably secured to said pull toward said second 
end defining a handle portion between said slide and said first end and a tab porUoa 
frnm said slid* to said second pnri r wherein said tab portion is shorter than said handle 
portion. 

24. (currently amended) The article of luggage of claim 23, wherein: 

said slide is spaced apart from said second end defining a tab portion from said 
slide to said second end; and, 

said tab. portion is detachably secured to said article with a fastener when said 
slide fastener is in said closed position. 

25. (original) The article of luggage of claim 24, wherein said pull defines a 
storage device when said tab portion is detachably secured to said article wherein 
objects positioned between said engaging portions and said handle portion are 
operably secured to said article. 

26. (currently amended) z fhe-art re l c of luggage - o f<Hatm-g3rAa £rticle of 
luggage comprising; 

a container defining a chamber therein: 

a slide fastener for opening and dosing the chamber, said slide fastener having 
an open position and a dosed position: 

a slide engaging the slide fastener to operably transition between saidopen 

position and sard closed position; and, 

an elongate pull having a first end and a second end r said pull attached to said 
article toward said first e nd T said glide opgrahly csprmrari tn said pull toward said serand 
end defining a handle pnrfion between said slide and said first end: 

wherein said pull is a substantially planar member having a first width, and said 
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slide fastener has a second width, said first width is larger than said second width such 
that said pull covers said slide fastener when said slide fastener is in said closed 
position. 

27. (original) The article of luggage of claim 23, wherein said pull is a 
monolithic elongate strip of material aligned substantially vertically on said luggage. 

28. (currently amended) An article of apparel comprising: 
a wearable covering having an opening therein; 

a slide fastener operably secured adjacent to said opening, said slide fastener 
having an open position and a closed position; 

a slide engaging the slide fastener to operably transition between said open 
position and said closed position; and, 

an elongate pull having a first end and a second end, said pull attached to said 
article of apparel toward said first end, said slide operably secured to said pull toward 
said second end defining a handle portion between said slide and said first end_aniLa 
J ahjMttliQD frnm said stic te tn aaid sennnri end, wherein said tab portion Is shorter than 
said handle portion . 

29. (currently amended) The article of apparel of claim 28, wherein: 

said slide is spaced apart from said second end defining a tab portion from said 
slide to said second end, and, 

said tab portion is detachably secured to said article tttitiLa fastener when said 
slide fastener is in said closed position. 

30. (original) The article of apparel of claim 28, wherein said opening is a main 
opening of said article of apparel and said slide fastener is operably secured adjacent 
to said main opening whereby the main opening may be opened or closed with said 
slide fastener. 

31 . (original) The article of apparel of claim 28, wherein said wearable covering 
defines an article of outerwear. 
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32. (original) The article of apparel of claim 28, wherein said wearable covering 
includes a pocket therein, and said slide fastener and pull are operably secured to said 
pocket, 

33. (currently amended) An article of footwear comprising: 
a wearable foot covering having an opening therein; 

a slide fastener operably secured adjacent to said opening, said slide fastener 
having an open position refining a base end of Raid slide fastener and a closed 
position defining an npposite and of said slide fastener: 

a slide engaging the slide fastener to operably transition between said open 
position and said closed position; and, 

an elongate pull having a first end and a second end, said pull attached to said 
article nf ft ppar e l - f ootweatt award said first end.and pnsitinngri substantially adjacent to 
said base end of said slide fastener , said slide operably secured to said pull toward 
said second end defining a handle portion between said slide and said first end. 

34. (currently amended) The article of footwear of claim 33. wherein: 

said slide is spaced apart from said second end defining a tab portion from said 
slide to said second end, and, 

said tab portion is detachably secured to said article with a fastener when said 
slide fastener is in said closed position. 

35. (original) The article of footwear of claim 33, wherein said opening is in an 
upper of the article of footwear and said slide fastener is operably secured adjacent to 
said opening. 

36. (currently amended) The article of footweaf-apoacfiLof claim 32, wherein 
said article of footwear has an upper and said pull extends from a toe portion of said 
upper. 

37. (currently amended) A pull for a slide fastener attached to an article, the 
slide fastener having a base end, an opposite end, an elongate pair of engaging 
portions, and a slide for operably engaging the pair of elongate engaging portions, said 
pull comprising: 

an elongate strip of substantially planar material attached to the article toward a 
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first end; 

the slide operably secured to said pull toward said second end, thereby defining 
a handle portion of the elongate strip of material between said pull and said first end. 

38. (currently amended) The pul l for a slide fastener of cl a i m 37, where i n: tho 
f Q « to FWM^»* -A pull fnr a slide fastener attached to an article thft sl i de fastener 

having^an open position and a closed positionj-tfte-eto ngate pair - of e ngaging - p erttons 
***** a hase end, an opposite end , an elongate pair of engaging portions defining a 
first widths «nri T a slide for o para b ly e n ga g i ng the pair of elonga te ennaainq portions , 
said pull comprising; 

an elongate strip of material attached to the article toward a first end; 

the, slide nperab l y secured to said pull toward said second end, thereby defining 
a handle portion of the elongate strip nf material between said pull and said first end; 
and f . 

wherein t he pull has a second width at least as wide as said first width. 

39. (original) The pull for a slide fastener of claim 37, wherein said elongate 
strip of material is substantially planar defining an interior surface and an exterior 
surface, said exterior surface having surface ornamentation thereon. 

40. (original) The pull for a slide fastener of claim 37, wherein the slide fastener 
has an open position and a dosed position, and said handle portion forms a loop of 
material when the slide fastener is in said open position. 

41 . - 45 (canceled) 
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